[image: image1.wmf]
Benefits for Young People

Those aged under 25 are not entitled to as many beenfits as those over 25 unless they fall within certain categories of people.  I have gone through each of the benefits and set out what the benefit is for and who is eligible.

Income Support

Those aged over 16 can claim Income Support if they are unable to work.  Those clasified as people unable to work include:

· Lone parents

· A parent who has to stay at home and look after the children

· Those registered disabled

· Those who are registered as a carer for a disabled relative. 

If a person is at university, on a course or in full time education a person may qualify in special circumstances. Any part time work that you take on in this circumstance may mean that your entitlement to benefit ceases. 

You can claim Education Maintenance Allowance and still receive Income Support.

Job Seekers Allowance

Job Seekers Allowance is open to most people aged over 18 who are looking for work. A person might also be eligible if they have a job but work under 16 hours a week. 

A person agen 16 or 17 is only entitled to JSA if they are estranged from their family and that has led to extreme hardship. A person aged 16 or 17 will also qualify if they are part of a couple who are responsible for a child. 

Job Seekers Allowance is paid at the rate of £50.95 if the claimant is aged 16 – 24 and either single or a lone parent. 

Housing Benefit

If a person is single and under the age of 25 then they can only claim Housing Benefit for a room in a shared house or for bedsit accommodation. 

If the young person is a student then they will only be able to claim if they have children or are disabled. 

Working Tax Credits

This is a weekly payment towards living costs.  If a person is under the age of 25 but over 16 they can claim if they have children or a disability that affects their ability to work or look for work. 

Child Tax Credits

This is a weekly payment which a person aged 16 or over is entitled to if they have full responsibility for looking after a child. 
Both Working Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit are applied for through HM Revenue and Customs.  The amount of money paid is dependant on the household income.  The upper income limit for eligibility is £50,000.

Carers Allowance

A perosn aged 16 or over is able to claim Carers Allowance if they spend at least 35 hours a week caring for a disabled person who gets a benefit for the extra costs of disability. The benefits for the extra cost of disability are Attendance Allowance, Constant Attendance Allowance, and middle or higher rate Disability Living Allowance. The carer must also not have income of above £95 per week. 

Care to Learn

This is a benefit available to those aged under 20 to help with childcare whilst they learn. A person is eligible if at the date they start their course they are under the age of 20.  A person can claim as a father or a mother provided that the other parent is not available to provide care, and the other parent is not claiming to chidcare element of Working Tax Credits. 

In order to be eligible you have to be a UK national or EEA national resident in the UK. The learning must also have some element of public funding and the childcare provider must be registered.

Employment and Support Allowance

This replaced incapacity benefit as of 27th October 2008. You can claim EASA if you are over 16 and have an illness or disability which affects your ability to work. If a claimant is aged 16-20 (or under 25 if in education or training for at least 3 months prior to 20th birthday) they must have been to ill to work becuase of an illness or disability for at least 28 weeks, or have been too ill to work before they turned 20. 

Education Maintenance Allowance

This is available to 16,17 and 18 year olds who are about to leave compulsory education. To qualify you must be enrolled on a full time further education course at a college or school, on a LSC funded diploma or a course which leads to an apprenticeship or a LSC funded entry to employment course. 

The amount you will receive is dependant on your household income; if it is above £30,810 per year then you will not be entitled.  Below that you will be entitled to up to £30 a week on a sliding scale. 

This is an overview of the benefits available. For all but the Working and child Tax Credits you can apply through the direct gov website. Further information in relation to all the benefits is available on that web site too. 
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