JUVENILES WITHIN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
HISTORICAL APPROACH

· Statutory duty under Children and Young Persons Act 1933 (CYPA). 
· Courts under statutory duty to have regard to welfare of juveniles when dealing with them.

· Progressive reform for over a decade.

· 1996 Audit Commission report ‘Misspent Youth’.

“..the current system for dealing with youth crime is inefficient and expensive, while little is done to deal effectively with juvenile nuisance…the present arrangements are also failing victims.”
· 1997 Home Office white paper ‘no more excuses – a new approach to tackling youth crime’.

· Espoused a fundamental change of approach. 

· Early intervention. Nipping offending in the bud. Courts obliged to enquire more widely into the circumstances of offending behaviour. Ethos was to change / reform that behaviour
· Crime And Disorder Act 1998 s.37

“..It shall be the principal aim of the Youth Justice system to prevent offending by children and young persons.”

· Referral Orders. 

Courts have power to refer first time offenders, who show contrition, to youth offender panels who will draw up a contract regulating juvenile’s future behaviour 

· Police given powers to warn juveniles rather than prosecute and to refer them to rehabilitation programmes, run by youth offending teams. 

· Youth Offending Teams ( YOT). Multi agency bodies at cutting edge of government reforms for youth justice. Remit was to tackle issues identified in the white paper ;
· poor parental supervision

· domestic violence

· peer group pressure 

· truancy & school expulsion

· substance misuse 

· mental health problems

· New raft of sentencing measures including reparation orders, detention and training orders, action plan orders and parenting orders. 

· Child safety orders. 
· Local curfews for children under ten. 

· S. 142 Criminal Justice And Immigration Act 2008. Current approach. 
PRACTICE

· Definition of ‘juvenile’

· The age of responsibility

FIRST CONTACT WITH THE JUSTICE SYSTEM
· Community support officers 

· Police officers & the power of arrest

· Street bail

· Detention at the police station

· The ‘age anomaly’
· Rights at the police station

· Role of the custody sergeant
· Vulnerability and the risk assessment

· Role of the ‘appropriate adult’

· Alternatives to charge

The final warning scheme

· The decision to release 

ENGAGEMENT WITHIN THE COURT PROCESS
· The grant of legal representation

· Juvenile bail

· The youth court 

Operation 

Media

Procedure

· Juveniles within the adult court

· Sentencing within the youth court 

Non-custodial sentences
Custodial sentences

· Future legislation
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