
 

CRIMINAL LAW 

FACT SHEET 

AT THE POLICE STATION 

 
If you are arrested or asked to attend the police station for a voluntary interview, you are entitled to 

free and independent legal advice. 

 
If you notify Swain & Co, one of our team of solicitors will meet with you at the police station and give 

you advice on what your rights are and how best to proceed. This advice will depend upon the circum-

stances and the individual facts of your case. 

 

We will sit in with you during your interview and act in your best interests at all times. 

 
The Crime team at Swain & Co only represents defendants in criminal matters and do not do any prose-

cution work. 

 

AFTER CHARGE 

 
If you have been charged with a criminal offence – even if you did not have legal representation at the 

police station, you can contact our criminal department at any stage and ask for legal advice. 

 
One of our team will be happy to speak with you on the telephone, or arrange for you to attend our 

office in order to discuss the full facts of your case and offer you expert legal advice. 

 

You are entitled to half an hour advice free of charge. 

 
After this we will discuss your financial circumstances and complete the necessary forms to see if you 

are eligible for Legal Aid. These will then be sent off to the court on your behalf. 

 

COSTS 

 
Depending upon your financial circumstances and the nature of the charges you face, you may be eligible 

for Legal Aid. 

  
If you are in receipt of a passported benefit you are guaranteed to receive Legal Aid, as long as you pass 

the Interests of Justice test. 

 
This test applies to the nature of the offence with which you have been charged and will be completed 

by one of our team on your behalf. This will then be assessed by the court. 

 
If there is a possibility that you may be sentenced to a period of imprisonment it is likely that you will be 

granted Legal Aid. For this reason cases dealt with in the Crown Court are more likely to be successful 

in being granted Legal Aid. 

 



WHAT WILL HAPPEN? 

 

Following charge you will be given a date upon which to attend court. 

 
One of our solicitor’s will have taken your full instructions prior to the hearing and will advise you 

whether to plead guilty or not guilty accordingly. In some circumstances they will advise you not to en-

ter a plea at this stage. 

 

If you plead guilty to the charge/charges which you face your case will proceed to sentence. 

 

If you plead not guilty, your case will be adjourned for trial. 

 

There are three categories of offences: 

 

Summary Only – these offences can only be dealt with by a Magistrates Court 

 

Either Way – these offences can be dealt with either by a Magistrates Court or by a Crown Court 

 

Indictable Only – these offences can only be dealt with by the Crown Court. 

 

The maximum sentence that can be imposed by the Magistrates Court is 6 months imprisonment.  

 
Any offence for which you are likely to receive a sentence of more than that may be dealt with in the 

Crown Court. 

 
Your case may start off in the Magistrates Court and then be committed to the Crown Court either for 

trial or for sentence. 

 
A member of our team will accompany you to all of your court hearings including your trial if you plead 

not guilty. They will explain the proceedings to you and answer any questions you may have. 

 
If necessary we will instruct a barrister on your behalf and will attend any meetings between you and the 

barrister as required.  

 

APPEALS 

 
Following your sentence we will explain the full implications to you. We will advise you as to whether 

we feel that the sentence you have received is fair or whether we feel that you have grounds to appeal. 

 
We will also advise you if you have been convicted after trial and we feel that you should appeal the con-

viction. 

 

If you decide to appeal either your sentence or your conviction we will continue to represent you.  
 

CALL OUR SPECIALIST TEAM TODAY:- 

 

Tel: 02382 483322  - Freephone: 0800 0351 999  - 24/7  07977 519 306 

 

Email: mail@swainandco.com  Web: wwwswainandco.com 

 


